Swearing-in ceremony of new barristers 
– Supreme Court, 7th  February 2025
May it please the Court, 
It is an honour for me to be back here today on such an important occasion. 
Allow me at the outset to remind ourselves at the Bar of the opening words of the Introduction to the Code of Ethics for barristers – 
At all times and particularly in times of change in the profession, honesty, integrity, independence and strict compliance with professional standards remain constant requirements for all those who seek to practice at the Bar.
This Honourable Court remains the cornerstone of justice, ensuring the protection of rights, the preservation of order, and the continued strength of the rule of law. It is within these walls that the highest standards of our profession are upheld, and it is within these walls that new barristers are welcomed to be initiated to the demands of this vocation.
Today is a defining moment in the lives of our new callees. They have crossed the threshold from law students and pupils, to fully-fledged barristers, entrusted with the solemn duty of upholding justice. 
They have chosen this noble profession, one steeped in history, bound by honour, and defined by service. They now stand, as so many have before them, between power and the powerless, between the law and its subjects, between order and chaos.
The path ahead is demanding. The Bar is no easy profession. It is neither a trade nor a business to be practised for personal gain. It is a vocation that demands unwavering commitment, intellectual rigour, and above all, integrity. The new callees will soon learn that advocacy is not simply about mastering legal principles, constructing compelling arguments, or delivering eloquent submissions. It is about something far greater: ensuring that justice, as Lord Hewart opined, not only be done but be seen to be done.
Our learned friends enter the profession at a time of great challenge and transformation. We cannot ignore the pressing issues confronting our legal system. The slow pace of justice, the increasing financial strain on young barristers, and the erosion of public confidence in our institutions must concern us all. The independence of the judiciary and the Bar must be protected at all costs, for they are the twin pillars upon which justice rests. And the legal profession itself must not become so insular that it forgets the very people it exists to serve.
Too often, justice appears distant to the average citizen—burdened by procedural complexities, hindered by inefficiencies, and obscured by formality. Too often, access to justice is measured not by right but by means. These realities must change. Reform is needed, not simply to modernise the system but to restore faith in it. 
This is my mission.
 Justice must be swift, efficient, and accessible. It must not be the privilege of the few but the guarantee of all. 
The new barristers are now stakeholders in this system. They must be vigilant against any attempt to weaken the rule of law. They must carry forward the traditions of the Bar while embracing the changes that will make it stronger. Their voices matter. Their integrity matters. And their contributions will shape the profession in the years to come.
Our learned friends will quickly discover that the practice of law is filled with triumphs and disappointments. There will be days when the burden feels heavy—when the hours are long, the clients difficult, and the cases uphill struggles. But on those days, my Learned friends must remember why they chose this profession. They shall then remember that the measure of an advocate is not in how many cases they win but in the principles they uphold. They will do well to remember that respect is not demanded but earned. It is earned not through bravado, posturing or press articles - but through hard work, humility, and fairness.
Our new callees are now part of a profession that thrives on collegiality. 
May they seek guidance from those who came before them, for experience is the best teacher. 
May they learn to listen as well as to speak. 
May they extend courtesy to their peers, for they will be adversaries in court but allies in practice. 
They should treat the Bench with the respect it deserves and they can expect respect to be given to them as well in return. They should be polite to the other officers of the Court and to members of the public. And above all, they must never compromise their sense of ethics, for once lost, credibility is near impossible to regain.
In the years ahead, the new callees will see that the law is not static but instead always evolving—it must adapt to the needs of the people it serves. And so too must the Bar. There will be times when law practitioners feel disillusioned, when the system appears flawed, when the principles of fairness seem elusive. But we should take heart. The law is not perfect, nor is its practice. What matters is our role in its evolution. 
Reform does not happen overnight; it is always subject to due process. But Reform is needed and Reform will come.
I have great hope in this new generation of barristers. They bring fresh energy, new ideas, and a renewed sense of purpose. They inherit a profession that has stood the test of time, one that has shaped the course of justice and history itself. May they honour it. May they defend it. And may they never lose sight of the fact that, as barristers, our highest duty is not to ourselves, nor to clients, but to the administration of justice.
As the new callees leave this courtroom today, they leave not simply with a new title but with a new responsibility. I urge them to wear the robes of this profession with pride, but more importantly, to wear them with purpose. 
Let their practice be marked by integrity, their advocacy by excellence, and may they have successful and fulfilling careers.
Your Ladyship, I once again express my gratitude for the privilege of addressing this court today. 
To the newly admitted barristers, congratulations once more. May you serve with honour, with dignity, and with the unshakable belief that the law is, and must always be, a force for justice.
Thank you.


Gavin Glover, SC
Attorney-General
7 February 2025
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